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Subject:     "NEWS  ROTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."     Information  from  the  Consumers  Market 
Service  of  the  Consumers'   Counsel  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 
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Cur  news  letter  from  Washington,  D.   C. ,  this  week  looks  to  me  like  a 
spring  food  forecast  --  advance  information  on  supplies  and  prices  for  fore- 
handed folks  who  believe  in  planning  their  shopping  early. 

Writes  our  correspondent:     "The  news  I  have  to  report  in  this  letter 
comes  direct  from  the  Consumer  Market  Service  carried  on  "by  the  Consumers' 
Counsel.     This  new  market  service  is  especially  for  buyers  of  cooperative 
organizations.     But  many  of  the  facts  it  gives  are  of  interest  also  to  house- 
wives who  buy  for  just  one  family.     At  least,   these  facts  give  an  idea  of 
future  trends  in  prices  and  supplies  of  food  for  the  family  dinner  table. 

"For  example,   I  think  you'll  be  interested  in  what  the  Service  reports 
about  meat  trends  this  spring.     It  says:     'Advances  in  all  meat  prices  except 
poultry  are  expected  during  March.     Upward  trends  in  pork  prices  probably  will 
be  slight  and  smaller  than  anticipated  earlier  in  the  year.     It  is  true  that 
fewer  hogs  are  expected  to  come  to  market,  but  there  are  unusually  large 
stocks  of  pork  in  cold  storage. 

1,1  The  number  of  lambs  slaughtered  is  expected  to  decline  during  the 
remainder  of  the  grain-fed  lamb  marketing  season  which  ends  on  May  1.  Further- 
more, California  growers  of  spring  lamDs  are  likely  to  send  their  stock  to 
market  later  than  usual  because  of  unfavorable  weather  and  feeding  conditions. 
California  lambs  usually  reach  eastern  markets  in  April  and  May.  Expected 
larger  shipments  of  grass-fed  lambs  from  Texas  during  these  months  may  offset 
the  shortage  caused  by  the  delayed  marketings  of  California  lambs. 1 


"As  for  poultry  prices,  here's  what  the  Service  reports:  'Poultry 
prices  have  not  shown  the  advances  that  usually  occur  during  the  first  \  months 
of  the  year.     Record-size  cold  storage  holdings  have  prevented  price  increases 
and  have  kept  prices  at  relatively  low  levels.     On  March  1st  wholesale  poultry 
prices  in  New  York  were  from  3  "to  10  cents  a  pound  cheaper  than  a  year  ago. 
Major  reductions  from  a  year  ago  were  in  lightweight  chickens,  primarily  broil- 
ers.    Prices  of  roasting  chickens  have  not  declined  as  much  as  those  of  other 
types.  1 


"Now  about  eggs.     'Egg  prices  have  been  going  down  slowly  and  their 
seasonal  low  point  is  expected  in  late  March  or  early  April.     Eggs  are  now 
beginning  to  move  into  cold  storage.     This  factor  coupled  with  an  active  demand 
for  eggs  during  the  Easter  holiday  period  probably  will  prevent  any  substantial 
decline  in  retail  prices.1 
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"Here  are  some  tips  on  probable  price  trends  of  spring  fruits  and 
vegetables.     First  of  all  news  for  the  straw-berry  shortcake  maker.  'Larger 
strawberry  supplies  are  in  prospect  for  March,  with  heaviest  movement  due  in 
May.     First  carlot  shipments  from  Louisiana,  the  major  strawberry-producing 
State,  moved  about  mid-March.     This  will  add  to  Florida  supplies. 1 

"Then  about  that  spring  vegetable  —  asparagus.     'First  asparagus 
shipments  of  the  season  were  expected  around  March  1C  from  California.  Peak 
asparagus  movement  usually  comes  in  April.     California  produces  about  50  per- 
cent of  the  fresh  asparagus  supplies  and  the  major  portion  of  the  early  crop. 
Acreage  in  the  early  producing  States  is  slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
A  large  part  of  the  early  crop  is  canned. 

"'Supplies  of  most  early  spring  vegetables  are  expected  to  remain  larger 
than  a  year  ago  despite  weather  damage  in  California  and  Florida.     Cabbage , 
spinach,  and  green  peppers  are  moving  to  market  in  relatively  large  quantities 
and  prices  will  probably  continue  at  their  present  low  level.     However,  price 
increases  are  in  prospect  for  cauliflower ,  beets ,  carrots ,   celery,  and  green 
peas. ' 

"What  about  onions  this  spring?     Says  the  Service:     'It  now  appears  that 
onion  prices  will  advance  further  during  March.     An  unusually  good  demand  for 
onions,   coupled  with  heavy  shrinkage  of  storage  stocks,  offset  the  record  sup- 
plies and  caused  prices  to  move  up  sharply  during  February.     Trend  of  prices 
during  April  will  depend  on  the  size  of  the  early  onion  crop  and  weather  condi- 
tions.    Continued  mild  weather  probably  would  result  in  excessive  sprouting 
of  storage  stocks  and  high  prices  in  April.     The  early  crop  is  not  expected 
to  move  in  volume  until  mid-April. 1 

"And  potatoes?     'Potato  prices  probably  will  continue  to  move  upward 
during  March  and  April.     Supply  of  old  and  new  potatoes  available  for  marketing 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  is  the  smallest  since  I926.     In  years  of  short 
crops  such  as  the  present,  the  peak  in  old  potato  prices  was  reached  in  April 
and  the  peak  in  new  potato  prices  occurred  in  March.     Old  potato  prices  start 
moving  down  when  supplies  of  new  stock  comprise  the  major  part  of  the  marketings. 

"As  for  fruits  in  general,  and  grapefruit  and  apples  in  particular,  the 
report  is  that  early  spring  supplies  of  fruit,  with  the  exception  of  grapefruit, 
are  smaller  than  a  year  ago.     Quoting  the  service  again:     'Despite  freeze  damage 
in  California,   this  year' s  grapefruit  crop  remains  the  largest  on  record. 
Shipments  to  date  have  been  much  heavier  than  a  year  ago  and  most  likely  will 
continue  to  high  levels  during  the  remainder  of  the  marketing  season.  Prices 
probably  will  remain  at  the  present  low  level  or  may  even  decline.     But  apple 
prices  are  expected  to  continue  upward  until  late  spring.     Apples  are  now  moving 
from  cold  storage.     Holdings  on  February  1  were  about  17  million  bushels,  which 
is  more  than  J_  million  bushels  below  supplies  of  a  year  ago.1'" 

That  concludes  our  correspondent's  letter  about  the  spring  ups  and  downs 
of  food  prices  and  supplies,  as  reported  in  the  Consumer  Market  Service  of  the 
Consumers'  Counsel. 


